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IT may surprise you to find a chapter from a grammar
book here, but when you have read it you will feel that
you have been in the company of a most interesting man,
Further, this passage offers you a true exercise in reading,
which is sifting truth from error. Not that Cobbett is
stupid or says more than two or three things we shall
disagree with. When he is wrong, he is wrong like
Dr Johnson, who makes us think always, and in disagree-
ing with him we discover valuable truth. Cobbett wrote
his Grammar in 1800 for his son in the form of a series
of letters. It is interesting to compare this letter with
Mr Herbert's.
I HAVE now done with the subject of Grammar,
which, as you know, teaches us to use words in a
proper manner, But though you now, I hope, under-
stand how to avoid error in the forming of sentences,
I think it right not to conclude my instructions with-
out saying a few words upon the subject of adding
sentence to sentence, and on the subject of figurative
language.
Language is made use of for one of three purposes;